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including three volunteer battalions from the Breton depart-
ments of Ille-et-Vilaine, Fmistere, and Morbihan, and f)00
volunteers from the Calvados and the Eure respectively
Even these volunteers were collected with great difficulty,
and the artillerymen were recruited from the very dregs of
the city of Caen for a few fiancs apiece. This was disappoint-
ing "both to Wimp fen and the Girondin deputies, for they
saw clearly that only three departments of Brittany and two
of Normandy, out of the ten, would support them Of the
other departments of Normandy, the authorities of the Orne
and the Seine-Inferieure did nothing, while those of the
Manche entirely refused to arrest Prieur of the Marne and
Lecointre, the deputies on mission in*their midst. Even when
they saw how few volunteers came to their assistance, the
Girondin deputies took no trouble to inspire those few with
enthusiasm, and allowed them to march out of Caen under
the command of a declared royalist, Comte Joseph de Puisaye,
whose appointment gave a pretext for the Convention to
declare that the Girondins were but royalists in disguise.
Wimpfen made one last effort at a great review of the
National Guard of Caen on July 7, when he called for
volunteers, but hardly any men then offered themselves.

Considering the weakness of the actual force raised by the
Girondins, it is surprising with what fear their advance was
expected in Paris, and with what intense interest it was
watched by the lest of France, To oppose Wirnpfen's army
the Commune of Paris ordered eighteen thousand men to be
raised, but at the beginning of July the authorities were only
able to despatch two battalions of volunteers raised in Paris,
and one in the department of the Seine-et-Oise, with a few
regulars and gendarmes, amounting in all to about four thousand
men. This force was placed under the command of General
Sepher, who had been an old soldier, but whose name does
not occur again in the history of the Revolution. But the
adjutant-general and second in command was an artist named
Brune, a friend of Canton and Camille Desmoulins, who, after
holding many conspicuous commands, especially in Switzerland